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Police Brutality in the United States of America
	Police brutality refers to the application of illegal and undue force by the law enforcement officers on their subjects. This may be in the form of harassment, battery, killings, intimidation, property damage, torture, chaos, verbal abuse, assault, among others. It is termed as a violation of civil rights. The officers wrongfully exploit their authority to undermine civilians who are most likely vulnerable; as unlike the police officers, they are unarmed. This has authenticated massive public outcry crying for the regulation of the police force with measures such as defunding.
In 1872, the Chicago Tribune daily newspaper became the first media to report cases of police brutality in the United States. This involved the Harrison Street Police Station incident on the physical abuse of a civilian. Excessive use of force by the United States police officers is stated to have first been recorded in the late 19th, and early 20th century. It was perpetrated against people of different races, genders, ethnic backgrounds, social classes, and sexuality, among other social groups. The Great Railroad Strike of 1877, the Pullman Strike of 1894, the Lawrence textile strike of 1912, the Ludlow massacre of 1914, the Great Steel Strike of 1919, and the Hanapepe massacre of 1924 are some of the instances when police brutality was widespread[footnoteRef:1]. [1:  Cliff, Roberson. Police Misconduct: A Global Perspective. CRC Press, 2017.
] 

	Some of the issues that contributed to the rise in police brutality in America include: the extensive legal protection given to the police force;  like the ideology of qualified immunity; the promoted civilian tension-building tactics in a place like the stop-and-frisk, as well as the zero-tolerance policy; the preset racism that was seen in police departments[footnoteRef:2]; the prejudice culture of police departments that includes the Blue Wall of Silence[footnoteRef:3], that lets so many vices go unpunished; the aggressive defence of police officers coupled with their defiance to change in police union5; the shortcomings situated with police training or the police academies they train in, and the notion of possessing absolute power and control over civilians, and but is not limited to the militarization of the police department. [2:  "Police militarization fails to protect officers and targets black communities, study finds". PBS NewsHour. August 21, 2018. Retrieved June 9, 2020.]  [3:   Schreiber, Noam; Stockman, Farah; Goodman, J. David (June 6, 2020). "How Police Unions Became Such Powerful Opponents to Reform Efforts". The New York Times. ISSN 0362-4331. Retrieved June 10, 2020] 

Instances of Police Brutality in the United States
	The Los Angeles Police Department (LAPD), have in the recent past had a rivalry with the Latino community. This bad blood between the law enforcers and the Americans with Mexican descent then led to counter-attacks between the two parties in the Zoo Suit Riots of 1943.[footnoteRef:4] This can be seen as to have been spiked by the difference in ethnic background factor, which led to such police deviance. Another case of police brutality is in the gay group as well as the transgender, who faced much intimidation from the police. This gave birth to the Stone Wall Riots after a subsequent police invasion in a gay-operated bar in the year 1969. Later on, these riots saw the championing of gay rights by gay activists through the Gay Rights Movement.[footnoteRef:5] [4:  Leonard Moore, “Police Brutality and African American Activism from World War II to Hurricane
Katrina and others.” ]  [5:  Leonard Moore, “Police Brutality and African American Activism from World War II to Hurricane
Katrina and others.” ] 

	Additionally, police brutality has been witnessed in cases of religious differences, mainly directed against the Muslim religious group. Most of the American Muslims have been presumed to be involved in terrorist activities. This has been accelerated by the 2001 attacks witnessed onSeptember 11. Since then, the US police have been on the move to unearth the presumed terrorism within Muslim American run organizations, as well as their mosques without order.[footnoteRef:6] Of all groups that have had to pass through the brutality, and undue influence of police officers, the African American group has had to suffer the most, since time immemorial, thereby raising the alarm on racism that is still prevalent in the United States. It is also thought to be the primary root of police brutality in America.[footnoteRef:7]  [6:  Leonard Moore, “Police Brutality and African American Activism from World War II to Hurricane
Katrina and others.”]  [7:  Leonard Moore, “Police Brutality and African American Activism from World War II to Hurricane
Katrina and others.”] 

Trends of Police Brutality During World War II
The Great Migration caused by World War II, which occurred between 1916 and 1970, saw the relocation of African American into the urban centres which were initially white-dominated areas. They moved into the urban centres in the North, and West America, from their initial rural areas in the Southern states. This instilled fear, and antagonism among the white police department and the white community in general as the African American community invaded their space in large numbers. Their antagonism towards African American individuals created a close-mindedness notion that individuals with such descent had an inborn nature related to crime. This so-called innate nature to crime linked to the African American community created the need for them to be closely monitored, and even went as far as secluding them from the Whites in order to maintain their safety. The White police departments committed brutality to the marginalized African American community through several ways, all in the name of protecting themselves, as well as their fellow white communities, through assault, verbal abuse, police homicides, and sexual harassment to the African American women. At other instances, the law enforcers would collaborate with others to raid the African American communities through robberies, smuggling guns in their neighbourhoods, practising in prostitution, dealing in drugs, and getting involved in protection schemes against the African American community.[footnoteRef:8]These police brutality occurrences continued and were not be documenteded because most of the perpetrators were white. Nevertheless, the affected party (African Americans) documented such human rights violations with the help of Black-owned media-houses.[footnoteRef:9]  [8:  Leonard Moore, “Police Brutality and African American Activism from World War II to Hurricane
Katrina and others.”]  [9:  Leonard Moore, “Police Brutality and African American Activism from World War II to Hurricane
Katrina and others.”] 

Post World War II Police Brutality Trends
Immediately after the World War II ended, the Black community became even more determined to gain respect from their white counterparts, which in turn resulted to prevalent cases of police brutality to counter such resistance that was witnessed in the bid to achieve liberalization from the whites—as a result of the ongoing struggles to break away from the chains of oppression brought about by racism, a Southern politician, President Lyndon Johnson, legally signed into action law, the bipartisan Civil Rights Act of 1964. This law which defended the right to belong, and the freedom to move into public places which ensured that everyone, especially the marginalized African American community could access public facilities, and services, as well as the freedom of employment beyond and across racial differences. Almost a year later, the same individual, President Lyndon Johnson, passed into law the Voting Rights Act of 1965 which provided room for Equality in voting for the African American by getting rid of the poll taxes situated with voting as well as the literacy tests that were mandatory for voting.[footnoteRef:10] [10: Schwartz, Stephan A. “Police brutality and racism in America.” Explore (New York, N.Y.) vol. 16,5 (2020): 280-282. doi: 10.1016/j.explore.2020.06.010] 

Another factor that accelerated police brutality against racial lines is the rural-urban migration situated with the rural whites, that gave the police more determination to undermine the African American society. This is because the rural whites were used to mass hysteria, which is only collectively issuing threats through a population, whether it is imagined or actual. This same period saw the rise of the Ku Klux Klan, which was a terrorist group operated by the Whites in the Southern cities which received support from government officials.  Hence, police brutality in the Southern cities became predominant during these periods.[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Leonard Moore, “Police Brutality and African American Activism from World War II to Hurricane
Katrina and others.”] 

The spread of the African American community across America which resulted into the increase in their population, as well as the migration of the whites to the suburbs, created more fear to the White police, which resulted into them exerting more stern actions against the ever-growing African American community. These stern actions saw more excessive force being used against the community, and also more discrimination on their part in accessing public facilities. After various liberation attempts, milestones were achieved with regards to racial barriers. The system began to recruit African American police officers. These police officers in order to be deemed as good civil servants, as well as to be accepted by the system, also began to subject their Black counterparts into police brutality, through manhandling and assault, among others. Lastly, there was an increasingly worrying trend in the rate of crimes within the urban centres, that escalated within the 1970s and 1980s. This trend witnessed in the marginalized neighbourhoods created an entirely new perception of the African American as being innate to crime as before. Thereby, police brutality gained a whole new momentum as it was seen as a need in order to ‘tame’ the vice.[footnoteRef:12] [12:  Leonard Moore, “Police Brutality and African American Activism from World War II to Hurricane
Katrina and others.”] 

Emerging Trends 
	Police brutality has been met with much resistance through several protests aimed against totally doing away with the vice. Discrimination against racial lines, since the recent past, has been the topmost contributing factor to police brutality. This has been met with resistance on the same, through protests, such as the Watts Riots of 1965 and the Detroit Riot of 1967.  The Watts Riots were a series of violent confrontations between residents of Watts and the Los Angeles Police, which lasted for six days. The cause of the riots was the arrest of an African American man, Marquette Frye, by a white California Highway Patrol Officer on suspicion of drunk driving. There were reports that excessive force had been used to arrest him. The riot led to the death of 34 people, more than 1000 injured, and property of over $40 million destroyed. The Detroit Riot was a series of violent confrontations between residents from African American neighbourhoods of Detroit and the city’s police department, which lasted for five days. By the end of the riot, 43 people had died including 33 African Americans and 10 Whites. This was followed by protests from angered Liberty City residents from Miami in 1980 after an unarmed man was gunned down by the police officers there. There was more than a $100 million worth of damage to property following this spark, as well as the death of 18 people, and arrests of up-to a thousand people, with all this taking place in three days.[footnoteRef:13]  [13:  Leonard Moore, “Police Brutality and African American Activism from World War II to Hurricane
Katrina and others.”	] 

	After this, in 1992, Rodney King was mercilessly beaten up by police from the Los Angeles Police Department during the Los Angeles Riots of 1992. Shortly after being charged for assault and excessive use of force, the police officers involved directly with the physical assault were released. This time, property approximately worth around $1 billion was destroyed. At the same time, more than fifty people succumbed to death, as more than 2300 others were injured in the process, within five days. The violent attack of criminal suspect Abner Louima while being held in a police station, while in the custody of the New York City Police Department had also created an uproar on the safety of suspects while in the hands of police officers.[footnoteRef:14] [14: Albrecht J.F. Timetable: Police Deviance and Serious Misconduct in the United States. In: “Police Brutality, Misconduct, and Corruption.” (2017). Springer Briefs in Criminology. Springer, Cham. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-64438 pp 9-5] 

	Almost twelve years later, another young man, Michael Brown, also an African American, suffered the same fate as others, after being shot down while being unarmed, again. The officer who committed this act was of White descent. This took place in Ferguson, Missouri. A grand jury was appointed to bring justice to Michael Brown, but it ruled in favour of the white police officer. This did not anchor well with the public, and riots erupted after that. In the recent past, there have been several cases of riots coupled with peaceful protests and demonstrations for individuals who have had to face the same fate as Michael Brown and Rodney King. However, still, justice has been perverted in their cases. This highlights racial discrimination that is still prevalent in the United States. These cases of police brutality that resulted in deaths of individuals including but not limited to cases of Freddie Gray in Baltimore, Maryland in 2015, and recently George Floyd in Minneapolis, Minnesota in May in 202, both of whom were of African American descent. [footnoteRef:15] The bottom line is that the United States is still short of police reforms, and officers continue to kill their citizens. Taking an example of the recent killing of George Floyd, he was an ordinary civilian, an African American man who was unarmed and handcuffed but had to pass through the hands of four policemen from Minnesota to reach death. This resulted in a series of demonstrations and protests for nineteen days, which also resulted in casualties during the pursuit of justice for George Floyd and many others before.[footnoteRef:16]   [15:  Leonard Moore, “Police Brutality and African American Activism from World War II to Hurricane
Katrina and others.”]  [16:  Schwartz, Stephan A. “Police brutality and racism in America.” ] 

Police Brutality Statistics in the United States
 	According to the Washington Post, statistics show that out of 100%, the American population accounts for only 13% African Americans, while 61%, 18%, and 9% is for whites, Hispanics, and an undefined others population. Additionally, it states that 25% of the population shot and killed by the law enforcers since 2015, is that of the African American, while that of African Americans shot dead by the police while unarmed since 2015 was 36%. Hispanics and other undefined communities in America, on the other hand, had lower figures when compared to the African Americans, in the individuals shot and killed since 2015 statistics with 19%, and 5% respectively. Similarly, the figures of unarmed individuals shot and killed since 2015 as compared to the African American Community was lower, with Hispanics at 18%, and the other group at 4%.[footnoteRef:17] [17:  Schwartz, Stephan A. “Police brutality and racism in America. “
] 

	Additional statistics from Statista show that as of June 2020, gun-shot deaths by the police had reached 429, with 88 of the deaths being African American individuals. In comparison to the United States, a high gun ownership nation, Norway, in 2019, recorded the police to have owned fire-arms and showcased them 42 times, of which they only fired two guns, which resulted to no fatalities witnessed in the act. This can be attributed to the fact that police officers in Norway do not regularly walk around with guns, and so do police officers in Iceland, Britain, Ireland, and New Zealand.[footnoteRef:18] This cannot be stress enough as to how much the United States has a lot to learn and borrow from such countries. [18:  Schwartz, Stephan A. “Police brutality and racism in America. “] 

Recent Movements Against Police Brutality
	In July 2014, several basketball players, including Lebron James and Kyrie Irving, organized a peaceful protest against police brutality following the death of Eric Garner, in a match for the National Basketball Association by wearing t-shirts that read “I Cannot Breathe.” The famous campaign or movement dubbed ‘Black Lives Matter’, was also started to voice the pain and torture that African American individuals go through in the hands of police officers. This is after the arrest of George Zimmerman in 2013, in order to take fault for the Trayvon Martin shooting in 2012 that took place in Sanford, Florida. The gunning down of Michael Brown in Ferguson, Missouri on August 2014 also fueled the rise of the ‘Black Lives Matter’ initiative. In another instance of resistance to police brutality the San Francisco 49ers’ quarterback stood in honor of the United States’ National Anthem being played at the beginning of their match, in 2016, as an act of solidarity to stand firm together with fellow protestors of police brutality condemnation. The riots and unrest witnessed during the unlawful killing of George Floyd brought even more White Americans in support of the Black Lives Matter movement in May and June this year.[footnoteRef:19]  [19: ] 

Police Defunding as One of the Solution
One of the solutions to police brutality may be to reallocate funds elsewhere and limit the police departments’ access to funds to allow development in deserving areas that may contribute to the reduction of crime rates in the country. This move will leave the police with no choice but to be accountable for their actions as excessive access to resources create room for vices of such kind. Furthermore, police officers will be more awoken by their actions as a mess on their part, for example, through discriminating or taking part in excessive use of force on civilians would mean a matter of losing or a reduction in their livelihoods. This solution was widely proposed and supported after the brutal murder of George Floyd.[footnoteRef:20]  [20: ] 

The police are barely trained on the cases they are expected to resolve, and defunding could help reinvest the resources into agencies that are well suited to deal with targeted situations. More often than not, police officers encounter situations that are more social than criminal such as mental illness and homelessness; unfortunately, they are ill-equipped to handle such situations. Defunding will allow people with the relevant expertise to intervene in such cases and solve the problems accordingly. Social workers could address problems of mental health while housing facilitators could assist in placing the homeless in permanent residences. This would increase the probability of successful outcomes in disparate situations and ensure that the police department only deals with violent crimes.[footnoteRef:21] To mitigate incidences of police brutality, a better allocation of taxpayer money would be towards funding sectors that strive to alleviate crime before it happens, including drug addiction, homelessness, and mental health. For instance, money could be used to support children who are alienated from their families, and this would protect them from gangs and committing crimes. Defunding the police department is not only desirable but critical to the promotion of social cohesion and reduction of necessary crime. [21:  Robbie, Bell. “Is defunding the solution to police brutality?” Scoop Politics. October 16, 2020. Retrieved from https://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/PO2010/S00215/is-defunding-the-solution-to-police-brutality.htm
] 

Defunding the police would reduce their ability to have resources that harm communities. Those funds could be invested into black communities other marginalized communities that have been deeply divested from. They can be used to fund schools, hospitals, housing, and food programs, thereby addressing the factors that lead to crime. There is evidence that less policing contributes to a reduction in crime. A report in 2017, which evaluated several weeks in 2014 and 2015 when the New York Police Department intentionally pulled back from proactive policing, indicated that there were 2,100 fewer crimes during that time. Defunding the police can initiate the process of ending the culture of punishment in the criminal justice system. It is one of the intervention strategies that local governments have adopted to reduce deaths in police custody[footnoteRef:22]. [22:  Scottie, Andrew. “There's a growing call to defund the police. Here's what it means.” CNN. June 17, 2020. Retrieved from https://edition.cnn.com/2020/06/06/us/what-is-defund-police-trnd/index.html
] 

The funds could be used to set up Civilian Review Boards that would help curb police brutality by ensuring that the police officers forge and maintain healthy interactions with civilians. Hence, in the process, this will ensure that they pay attention to their responsibility and undertake it in the best way possible. However, this solution has been met with its fair share of criticism. One is that it is feared that the board may experience financial shortcomings hence resulting in the board not executing its objectives effectively. The other issue arising is that the board may recruit biased police officers who may tamper with the effective execution of the board’s goals as well.
	 	Besides, filing lawsuits in case of an encounter of brutality by the police on a civilian has been directed as one of the solutions to end the vice. This is regarded as an offence which is liable to compensation in case the plaintiff records damages either physically, or towards one’s property, upon presenting reliable evidence beyond a reasonable doubt, in case the police officers violated the civilian’s rights.  This solution was introduced initially in 1871 as the Third Enforcement Act during the Reconstruction Era. The victims could sue the law enforcers in the Federal Courts directly without having to pass through state courts during this period. However, following previous verdicts of the Supreme Court, that allowed for qualified immunity, at around 1967, this solution steadily started losing its strength. This is because police officers through qualified immunity which absorbed any criminal actions done by the officers if it does not lie within the violation of established laws. Hence police officers went unpunished for their wrongdoings and therefore accelerating the reported cases of police brutality, primarily upon individuals from the marginalized communities that posed as a threat to them, in order to show superiority.  Therefore, any cases of the kind presented to a judge at the Supreme Court could not stand if a previous ruling passed and stated that a similar offence done was not unlawful[footnoteRef:23].	 [23:  Katherine Mims, Crocker. "Qualified Immunity and Constitutional Structure." Mich. L. Rev. 117 (2018): 1405.
] 


Conclusion
[bookmark: _GoBack]Police brutality is prevalent now as it was in the late 18th and early 19th century. It is the leading cause of death for young men in the United States and is associated with the serious and persisting problems of racial disparities and economic class divisions. Most of the policing laws date back to the eras of colonialism and slavery, which used policing and criminalization as the primary response to a range of societal problems. It is therefore essential for the government and its citizens, as well as collaborative police officers, to work together in combined efforts in a bid to stop this vice. Defunding the police force is a vital measure to curb brutality from officers. The funds could be used in initiatives that reduce incidences of crime while the police department is left to deal with violent crimes.
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